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Helpful Steps to Amazing Style

Brainstorming

( Make the Long Term theme into a spontaneous problem, Tape-recording, Researching different perspectives on the topic, etc. 

Organizing
( Have the team create a notebook to keep all their ideas, research, forms, and receipts in.

Assessing the Audience

( Attention span, knowledge of the topic & program, avoiding inside jokes.

Avoiding Offensive Material


( If it is at all questionable, don’t use it! 

Mastering Humor


( Depth and heavy emotions are difficult and risky. 

Exaggeration vs. Understatement


( Using Extremes, Literal vs. Metaphor/Symbolism

Breaking Down the 8 Minutes

( Keep it simple and break the performance into sections with transitions. Long running plots are difficult to follow. Because of the competition environment, dialogue is often lost as well.

The Senses

( Play to visual and auditory perception. Keep your sound engaging and audible and your visuals comprehensible. Color and shine. 

Creative Use of Materials


( Recycled materials. Garbage and flea market items are great! 

The Style Form

( Be concise but boast the exceptional. Use clear descriptions and charged language. Do not use items twice or use anything scored in the long term as style. OMers can identify small details items or entire themes! Sometimes it’s all about the angle something is presented from.

Competition Day

( Coach your OMers to be vocal at competition. Coach them on how to explain how they made items or who made them and how to use their own initiative to point something exception out to the judges. 

Some other general tips:

- “It’s not what you say, it’s how you say it!”

- Practice, Practice, Practice! 

- Watch other teams and try to avoid doing what they do! 

- Hone in on individual strengths!
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